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Cities leading the global economy
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World cities account for 70 % of world GDP

50 cities account for
1/5 of world GDP

Cities are where the battle for sustainable 
development will be won — or lost if we fail

Global framework: Agenda 2030 and SDGs

Where are cities and digital in that framework

Three examples:

⁻ Initiative of Secretary-General / Data

⁻ UN joining private sector / Digital access

⁻ UN joining cities / Rights-based approach to digital

UN entities at work together
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Target 9.1: Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and resilient infrastructure, including regional and 
trans-border infrastructure, to support economic development and human well-being, with a focus 
on affordable and equitable access for all
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Example: Harnessing big data for development and humanitarian action
Achieve a critical mass of implemented innovations
Lower systemic barriers to adoption and scaling
Strengthen the big data innovation ecosystem



6

Example: Evidence of digital solutions‘ impact on achieving the SDGs

Global e-Sustainability Initiative 
(GeSI)

There is a strong and positive link 
between digital access and SDG 
achievement.
GeSI’s new Digital Access Index allows 
the digital industry to track its 
contribution to the SDGs.
Early indications suggest that causal 
relationships may exist between 
digital access and the SDGs.
The digital industry needs to act in 
three ways: scale, flip and innovate.

Verizon, Swisscom, Samsung, AT&T, Deutsche Telekom, Taiwan Mobile, ETNO
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Example: citiesfordigitalrights.org

Universal and equal access to 
the internet, and digital 

literacy

Privacy, data protection and 
security

Transparency, 
accountability, and non-
discrimination of data, 
content and algorithms

Participatory Democracy, 
diversity and inclusion

Open and ethical digital 
service standards
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United 4 Smart Sustainable Cities

U4SSC serves as the global 
platform to advocate for 
public policy and to 
encourage the use of ICTs to 
facilitate and ease the 
transition to smart 
sustainable cities.
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United 4 Smart Sustainable Cities – current work

• Guidelines on tools and mechanisms to finance SSC 
projects

• Guidelines on strategies for circular cities
• City science application framework
• Guiding principles for artificial intelligence in cities
• Blockchain 4 cities
• Thematic Group on "The Impact of Frontier Technologies in 

Cities"
⁻ The impact of Sensing technologies and IoT in Cities
⁻ The impact of Artificial Intelligence and Cognitive 

Computing in Cities
⁻ The impact of Data Processing and Computation in 

Cities
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Thank you


